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The Evolution of a Man
“A Raising in the Sun” is a play telling a story of an African-American family that was living in a tenement apartment in the South Side of Chicago in the 1950s when Chicago was a segregated city. In 1950s, opportunities for African-American people were limited by entrenched and systematic racism in the United States. However, the first scene of the play clearly demonstrates that the family was living in poverty as characters start by discussing how their house has not been furnished since was first purchase. They also discuss how they had been struggling to make their ends meet. During all the problems they were facing, their lives were about to change. They were all eagerly waiting for the arrival of a ten-thousand-dollar life insurance check. The expectation all the family members had sets the status quo that begins with the point of attack in the first scene of the play. Each family member saw the opportunity for bettering one's life with the money. Walter Young was among the first family members who believed that he could use the money to solve social and economic issues the family was facing. He saw the opportunity for starting a business, he was obsessed with its idea for a long time. He wanted to use the money as his share of an investment in a liquor store, but his mother and sister also had their plans for using the money. 
Walter Lee Younger is the main character and the protagonist of the play. Walter is a self-centered man that is only focuses on his dreams never the family’s. While starting a business in a region dominated by Whites who believed in racism seemed difficult, Walter was determined to overcome the challenges. The choice to invest in a liquor business shows the protagonist's strengths in the play. Being the main character, he was expected to change a lot and make tough decisions if his family was to overcome the challenges they were facing. Walter is assertive. He believed that his mother Lena owed him a share of the money they were expecting. 
When arguing with her sister about the money, her sister said “....it took you three years, but you finally got it said. Walter, give up; leave me alone-its Mama's Money.” Walter replied, “He was my father too! (396).” Walter's response not only indicates that he is assertive, but also greedy. He thought her mother would spend all the money paying for Beneatha's school fees. In fact, he previously told Beneatha to “sacrifice herself they had been sacrificing to provide for her (396)”. He said “who the hell told you, you had to be a doctor? (368)” and telling his sister “be a nurse like other women-or just get married and be quiet (368).” The attack shows Walter's greediness as he wants all the money to himself, so he can invest all of it in a liquor store. 
Walter was also an ambitious man who was living in poverty due to lack of opportunities and capital he could use to start his own business. Unlike his mother, Walter believed that he could as well compete with the white people in the business area. Walter stated, “colored people ain't never going to start getting ahead till they start gambling on some different kinds of things in the world-investments and things (407).” Believing that he could run a business without any knowledge of how a business runs, especially in a white area and being black owned. Walter was a man who believed in his abilities and therefore was not worried that White people would discriminate against his business. 
Walter hits rock bottom and starts to worry about others. When his business partner “Willy Harris” absconded with all the money he had invested in the business, he began to think about how losing that money would affect his family. He looked for other ways for meeting the basic needs for his family. He begins to think about accepting the offering from Mr. Lindner to buy the new house back from the family. “Just write the check and-the house is yours (439)” is the only thing on Walters mind. Even willing to get on his “black knees (439)” to replace the money he lost to make sure he can do all the things for his family he was able to do before he lost the money. Showing that pride is now second to his family.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The biggest evolution of Walter can be summed up with Mama’s words “he finally come into manhood today (443).” Walter changed his mind at the last time and refused the money for selling the house. He also refused to take the money to try to invest into a liquor store again. Showing the evolution of Walter from greedy and self-centered individual, thinking about only his dreams are important. Now he has transformed into a man that thinks only of his family’s dreams. Also learning a lifelong lesson that money is not important, creating a legacy for your children is.  
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